
[- COUNCIL COMMUNICATION 

APPROVED. 
m*cw P4- THOMAS A PETERSON 

AGENDA TITLE: Letter t o  Caltrans Regarding Use of Southern Pacif ic  Kentucky House 
Branch Line 

MEETING DATE: Ju ly  7, 1993 

PREPARED BY: Public Works Director 

RECOWENDED ACTION: That the City Council approve the attached l e t t e r  t o  Cal t rans  
regarding the use of the Southern Pac i f ic  Railroad Kentucky 
House Branch Line. 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION: In January 1993, the Southern Pac i f ic  Railrcad announced t o  
local agencies i t s  intent t o  i n i t i a t e  formal abandonment 
proceedings on the Kentucky House Branch Line. This line 
runs e a s t e r l y  from the main track near Lockeford S t r e e t  t o  

In Lodi, the t racks and r i g h t  of way a r e  imnediately adjacent  t o  Calaveras County. 
both Lockeford S t r e e t ,  between Main S t r e e t  and Calaveras S t r e e t ,  and Highway 12 
(Victor Road), between Highway 99 and the e a s t  Ci ty  limit. 
Railroad, there has been no revenue-producinq runs on the t rack s ince 1989. 

According t o  the 

Af ter  a series of meetings w i t h  the Railroau and other  agencies, including Senator  
Patr ick Johnston and Calaveras County, Caltrans agreed t o  study the line and 
possible  funding f o r  public acquis i t ion of the l i n e  t o  preserve the corr idor .  
on past  Council d i rec t ion ,  City s t a f f  has made i t  c l e a r  t h a t  Lodi wishes t o  see t h e  
portion of the l i n e  i n  Lodi used f o r  r a i l  services, s p e c i f i c a l l y  f o r  the Central 
Cal i fornia  Traction Company, allowing removal of their t racks in Lodi Avenue. On 
J u n e  23, Cal t rans  held a public meeting i n  Lockeford to  receive i n p u t  on possible  
uses of the l ine .  
recreat ional  uses. 

Based 

Public support was f a i r l y  evenly divided among r a i l ,  highway and 

Par t ic ipants  a t  the  meeting were encouraged t o  f i l l  ou t  a comment sheet, and, since 
City s t a f f  attended the meeting, we completed a copy. 
f e l t  the Council might wish t o  make a formal statement or  even conduct i t s  own 
hearing. The completed sheet and a cover l e t t e r  t o  Caltrans a r e  attached. 

FUNDING: None required a t  t h i s  time. 

However, p r i o r  t o  mailing, we 

Works Director 

Prepared by Richard C. Prima, J r . ,  Assis tant  City Engineer 
JLR/RCP/ 1 m 
Attachments 
cc: Jim Verseput, Schaffer,  Suess & Boyd 
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KENT, ,KY HOUSE RAILROAD C O R R I D ~  
PUBLIC COMMENT SHEET 

How dld you hear a b o u t  t h i s  m e e t i n g ?  
A Mailtng 0 Newspaper 
0 Public Flyer ,  Bul le t tn  6oard 0 FriendINeighbor 
0 Other 

In y o u r  opln ion ,  w h a t  Is the m o s t  approprlate u s e  lor  the Ke..tucky t 
Railroad C o r r i d o r ?  
l o l l o w l n g  uses. ( 1  - low s u p p o r t ,  2=medlum suppor t ,  3-hlgh s u p p o r t )  

i 
I 

P l e a s e  l n d l c a t e  your  d e g r e e  of s u p p o r t  for t he  
3use 

Fre ight  Rai l  S e r v i c e  

Hlghw ay  I mpr  ovemen t S 

T r a n s  it -only corr 1 dot Non-motorized Recreat ional  Trail 

Mult lmodal Transpor ta t lon  c] Other 
Corridor (comb!nation of Uses) 

Abandonment, p r iva te  u s e  

Passenger  Rall Service 

OTHER COMMFNTS 

Thank you for your a t tendance .  Your input i s  important  t o  us. Please  give your comment  sheet 
t o  an agency r e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  or m a i l  to: 

Cal t rans  - D is t r i c t  10 
P.O. eox 2048 
Stocktor.. CA 9520 1 
Attn: TranSD0rta;iOn 2lannina - Kentucky House Railroad 
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CITY COUNCIL 

PHILLIP A PENNlt iO Ltavor 
JACK A SIECLOCK 

MdVOr Pro Tempore 
RAY C DAVENPORT 
STEPHEN I M A N N  

JOHN R (Randy) SNIDER 

CITY O F  LODI  
CITY HALL. 221 WEST PINE S T R E E T  

PO Boxu)06 
LODI. CALIFORNIA 95251-1910 

(209) 334-5634 
FAX 1209) JJ3 6795 

June 29, 1993 

State of California 
Department of Transportation 
A t t n  : Transportation Planning 
P. 0. BOX 2048 
Stockton, CA 95201 

SUBJECT: Kentucky House Rai 1 road 

THOMAS A PETERSON 
Cl tV  M a n l g n  

IrNNIFER M PERRIN 
Cttv Clerk 

BOB M c N A T T  
Cltv Attorney 

The City of Lodi is pleased t o  see Caltrans actively pursuing the 
preservation o f  the Southern Pacific Kentucky House corridor. A completed 
comnent sheet from your June 23 public meeting i n  Lockeford is enclosed. 
The City feels  the best use of the line between the Southern Pacific and 
Central California Traction Cmpany (CCT) main lines is fo r  continued r a i l  
service and an interconnection between the two main lines. This  w i l l  allow 
removal of the CCT tracks i n  Lodi Avenue which are the source of many 
problems. 

Also, the imediate  parallel locatfon of much of t h e  r a i l  and hfghway 
rights of way lends i t s e l f  to  road widening. 
Victor Road (Highway 12) will need to be widened t o  four lanes i n  the 
foreseeable future, 
t h e  impact OR adjacent businesses and residences cn the opposite side. 
I t  would also preserve a fine row of oak trees on the south side of 
Highway 12, east of Lodi. 

Again, thank you for  taking the lead i n  this project. 

Both Lockeford Street and 

Use o f  a portion of the rai l  r i g h t  of way w i l l  ease 

Phi l l ip  A. Pennino 
Mayor 

PAP/RCP/ lm 

enclosure 

cc: Senator Johnston 

LCALTR93 .OS/TXTW. 02M 
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DISTRICT 

f l  CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 1 .. , 
v r 

Honorable Mayor 
P h i l l i p  A. Pennino 
CITY OF LODI 
221 W, Pine  S t .  
Ladi,  Ch 95240 

SUBJECT: C i t y  Council  Agenda 
J u l y  7 ,  1993 
Consent Calendar i t e m  10 

Ju ly  2 ,  1993 

The Government and Transpor t a t ion  Review Committee (GTRC) of t h e  Lodi 
District Chamber of Commerce r e q u e s t s  t h a t  t h e  above r e fe renced  item 
be removed from t h e  consen t  c a l e n d a r  for s e p e r a t e  cons ide ra t ion .  

The Chamber of Commerce would l i k e  t o  comment on t h e  s u b j e c t  of t h e  
abandonment of t h e  Southern  P a c i f i c  (SP) ra i l  l i n e  involved. The 
letter as proposed a d d r e s s e s  t h e  s l ;b jec t  of street widening and t h e  
p o s s i b l e  i n t e r c o n n e c t i o n  v i t h  C e n t r a l  C a l i f o r n i a  T r a c t i o n  Co. (CCT) 
t r acks .  We feel t h a t  t h e  e f f e c t  of abandoning t h e  SP l i n e  goes  much 
f a r t h e r  t h a n  t h a t ,  and t h a t  t h e  le t ter  should  f u l l y  reflect o u r  
economic conce rns  i f  t h i s  ra i l  l i n e  is removed from s e r v i c e ,  

The C i t y  and t h e  Chamber have j o i n e d  forces t o  promote economic 
development i n  t h e  C i t y  of Lodi because both have recognized  t h e  
impor tance  of economic growth and development t o  t h e  cont inued  
economic s t a b i l i t y  of our  C i ty .  It follows t h a t  w e  must make t h e  
i n d u s t r i a l  s e c t o r  of t h e  C i t y  as s e r v i c e a b l e  and a t t r a c t i v e  as w e  
p o s s i b l y  can  t o  a t t ract  new i n d u s t r y  and t o  r e t a i n  uha t  w e  a l r e a d y  
have. We feel t h a t  t h e  removal from s e r v i c e  of t h e  on ly  main l i n e  
t r a c k s  t h a t  can  s e r v i c e  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  c o r r i d o r  a l o n g  Lockeford St. 
and Highway 12 would have an ext remely  n e g a t i v e  impact on ou r  a b i l i t y  
t o  s e r v i c e  t h e  needs  of f u t u r e  i n d u s t r y ,  both i n  and a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  
C i t y  of Lodi. 

There is one  bus iness  c u r r e n t l y  seek ing  s e r v i c e  on t h e  s u b j e c t  ra i l  
spur .  A t  t h i s  p o i n t  t h a t  cannot  be ob ta ined ,  as SP has informed him 
t h a t  t h e  t r a c k s  are a l r e a d y  des igna ted  t o  be  abandoned. There is 
more i n d u s t r i a l  development s l a t e d  f a r t h e r  t o  t h e  east, and a good 
connec t ion  w i t h  t h e  CCT t r a c k s - c o u l d  provide  b e t t e r  s e r v i c e  t o  t h e  
i n d u s t r i a l  area t o  t h e  sou theas t .  

We f e e i  t h a t  t h e  concern of our bus iness  community and t h e  C i ty  
government should be s t r o n g l y  Expressed t o  t h e  a g e n c i e s  involved  who 
might be a b l e  t o  h e l p  p re se rve  t h i s  v i t a l  ra i l  s e r v i c e .  

.&wd&$c I.. P $' 
J i m  Verseput 
Chairman - GTRC 

ACCRLMTCD - -c- . .-~ _. .. .,. *. 1330 S HAM LANE PO BOX 386 LODI CA 95241 PHONE (209) 367.7840 FAX (209) 334-0528 - 



CITY COUNCIL 

P H I L L I P  A P E N h l h O .  .\tdvor 

IACK A SILCLOCK 
.Mavor Pro Tempore 

RAY c D A V E N P O R T  

STEPHEN I M A h N  

JOHN R (Randv)  SNIDER 

CITY 

Mr. Jim Verseput 
Schaffer, Suess I Boyd 
122 North Church Streel 
Lodi, CA 95240 

O F  LODI  
CITY HALL. 221 WEST PINE STREET 

PO BOX3006 
LODI. CALIFORNIA 95241-1910 

(209 )  334-5634 

June 30, 1993 
FAX (-39) I)>.b795 

w o w s  A PETERSON 
Citv Manager 

IENNIFER M PERRIN 
Citv Clerk 

808 .UCNATT 
Citv Attorney 

SUBJECT: Letter to Cal trans Regarding Use o f  Southern Pacific Kentucky 
House Branch Line 

Enclosed is a copy of background information on an item that will be 
discussed a t  the City Council meeting on Wednesday. July 7, 1993, a t  
7:CO p.m. The meeting will be held i n  the City Council Chamber, 
Carnegie Forumr 305 West Pine Street. You are welcome to attend. 

Th i s  item is on the consent calendar and is  usually not discussed unless 
a Council Member requests discussion. The poblfc is given an opportunity 
to  address items on the consent calendar a t  the appropriate time. 

If you wish  t o  write to the City Council, please address your le t ter  to  
City Council, City of Lodi, P. 0. Box 3006, Lodi, California, 95241-1910. 
Be sure to  allow time f o r  the mail. Or, you may hand-deliver the le t te r  
to  City Hall, 221 West Pine Street. 

If you wish to address the Council a t  t h e  Council Meeting, be sure t o  
f i l l  out a speaker’s card (available a t  the Carnegie Forum inmediately 
prior to the s t a r t  o f  the meeting) and give it to the City Clerk. 
have any questions about conwnicating w i t h  the Council, please contact 
Jennifer Perrin, City Clerk, a t  (209) 333-6702. 

If you haw any questions about the item i t se l f ,  please call Richard Prima 
a t  (209) 333-6706. 

If you 

JLR/lm 

J Enclosure 

cc: City Clerk 
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CITY COUNCIL 

C I T  Y O F  LODI  
CITY HALL 221 WEST PINE STREET 

PO Box)oo6 
LODI. CALIFORNIA 95241 * I 9 0  

(209) 334-5634 

July 8, 1993 
r4X (.D91133-bP5 

S t a t e  of Cal i fornia  
Department of Transportation 
A t t n :  Transportation Planning 
P. 0. Box 2048 
Stockton. CA 95201 

SUBJECT: Kentucky House Railroad 

The City of Lodi IS pleased t o  see Caltrans act ively pursuing t h e  
preservation of the Southern Pacif ic  Kentucky House corridor.  A canpleted 
comnent sheet f r o m  your June 23 public meeting i n  Lockeford is enclosed, 
The City feels t h t  best use of the line between the Southern Pacif ic  and 
Central Cal i fornia  Traction Company (CCT) main lines is f o r  continued rail  
se rv ice  and an interconnection between the two main lines. This would 
improve r a i l  service f o r  the industr ia l  area on the e a s t  s i d e  of  Lodi. 
Avai lab i l i ty  of rail service is an important par t  of industr ia l  development 
uhich is needed t o  improve economic s t a b i l i t y  i n  the area. Continuation o f  
r a i l  se rv ice  would a l s o  allow removal of the CCT t racks i n  Lodi Avenue 
which a r e  the source of many problems. O f  course, these economic 
development concerns not only apply t o  the City of Lodi, but t o  the areas  
e a s t  of Lodi. 

Also,  the lnmedfate paral le l  location of auch of t h e  r a i l  and highway 
r i g h t s  o f  nay lends I t s e l f  t o  road widening. 
Victor Road (Highway 12) w i l l  need t o  be widened t o  four  lanes i n  the 
foreseeable future.  Use of a portion of the r a i l  r i g h t  of way w i l l  ease 
the impact on adjacent  businesses and residences on the opposite side, 
I t  would a l s o  preserve a fine row of oak trees on the  south side of 
Highway 12, e a s t  of Lodf. 

Both Lockeford S t r e e t  and 

r taking the lead in t h i s  project. 

P h i l l i p  U n n i n o  
Mayor 

PAP/RCP/lm 

enclosure 

cc: Senator Johnston 
Lodi Chamber of Comnerce 

bcc: Jim Verseput 
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DATE: July 19, 1993 

PROM: P e g g y  N i c o l i n i ,  Deputy C i t y  C l e r k  

To: Mary AM - Dora Lee Bowle's O f f i c e  

As requested, the f o l l o w i n g  is a copy of the letter regarding the 
Kentucky House Railroad . Should you need anything further, 
please let us know. 

NEW FAX NUMBER FOR CITY MANAGER'S OFFICE, 
CITY CLERK'S OFFICX AND THE CITY A'IMRNR'I'S OFFICE 


